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learning,  and  he  had    ae,(uire.l   a    knowledge  of  reading  and 
ting  when  he  was  called  upon  In  address  a  traveling  preacher 

Neither  father  nor  aon  neglected  the  rare  opportunities  of  ad- 
cement  that  occurred  in  the  backwoods.  The  school  that 
•ted  counted  Auuaham  as  an  early  scholar;  the  books  discoy- 
1  in  neighbors'  cabins  were  soon  borrowed  and  read.  In  1830 
and  a  farm  near  Decatur,  Illinois,  he- 
me their  home.     Alter  seeing   Ins  fattier  established,  helping  to 


,1,.., 

I'ie:ik  the  ground,  and  above  all,  n 


■  nation  has  paid  ils  tribute  of  (.-net.     Twin-  before,  Death  ha* 
i  Wbito  House ;  when  Providence 
of  their  administration*,  Prciidentri 


aar  up  ftgainst  the  exhamxling  duties  ot  the  ruler  of  a  mighty  '^11  ■  B"^^3i 

*.  ^        \>     1 

owUn.natnm  shudder,  as  i,    ga',,- lm  h -I     \  ,    I,     '  ,        | 

Lincoln   the  six)       0    1  1     t        tl      I  1     i  I  j 

calm   and   Ht il  1.  Id-  face  showing   thu   va.leneo  of  wlii.-li    lit    »  i     ■  \>  ■  ;,■)■■    '  |  I.  .    , 

■■iutim.      Slavey     I         wn.ii-ht    it*    I  -'m^;       i  I  .     !    , 

e  in  legislative  conventions ;  then  by  sudden  mil-         /^IPhH^B'       •    / 
by  a  deadly  war,  anil. ihiutn   .11    ..  >  mi.  >Utn  ^ 

of  a  cowardly,  treacherous  eui-t.hroat,  tho  man,  '     '       (■     r 
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Hi. runt,'  from  the  people,  with  no  ances- 

auxiliaries  i 

hich   wealth,  social    position, 

or  academic 

.ouors  afford  other  aspirant-- 

iois,  Abbaham  Lincoln  roso 

stop  by  step 

to  the  highest  station.     His 

kindly  niltur 

',    Ins    jovial    dispo.-.Non,    lim 

diced  soup  who  had  not  studied  the  man  or 

his  career,  and  who  failed  to  recognize  his 

sound   sense 

his    sterling     integrity,    his 

bis  unselfish 

here-toralionofnatioiial  li.ip 

piness.     Am 

a  the  heat  of  party  virulence, 

Mr.  Lincoln 

ias  been  bitterly  assailed.   We 

sl.ouM    Mas 

.Magistrate, 

out  short  his 

caicrmonawk         11        1 

among  the  ureat  men  of  the 

o  lill  llie  place  Ot  the  homely. 

seli-un  demiting  man. 

His  life  is 

people  and  for  the  whole  world.    He  was 

no  common  m 

an  whose  loss  is  so  deplored ; 

e! sing   |,;,t 

on  sees  no  one  to  fill  in  its  con- 

affection. 

The  Line 

oln   familv    were    Virginians. 

slllieugh  ssi 

to  be  sprung  from  a  Quaker 

name,  early  settled  m  Berks 

Cotmty,  Pc 

n-sylvania.      Hi*     •  ■randtatl.or 

and    namesa 

te,    Abraham    Lincoln,    was, 

however,   born   in    Rockingham    County, 

elde-a.  of  live  brothers.      Soon 

after  Boone  had  explored  the  land  of  Ken- 

tacky, then 

is  outlying   wilderness   witlim 

.1"  his  native  state,   Abraham 

Lincoln    wa 

pioneers,    w 

io,    unheralded    and   unsung, 

ward  to  found    a    high   toned 

State.     The 

young    pioneer   settled,   it  is 

M.opOSl'd,   Ol 

Floyd".  Creek,  but  before  he 

coUd  see  h 

labors  crowned   by  success, 

orahomeb 

oominginthe  wilderms.,  tell. 

•ugghng  wearily  aga, 


clashed  tin 

poor  whi 

e  hopelessly  to  the 

narried   L 

icy  Hanks,  in  1800, 

and  settled 

u    llaidin 

Oounty.    Here  on  a 

knoll,   nbou 

a  mile  a 

bovc  Hodgonsville, 

bunks  of 

iJolen  Creek,  Ann*.- 

HAM  LtNCOt 

N  was  bur 

on  the  12th  of  Feb- 

removed  to  a  new- 

Ac  same  town  of 

Iludgeusvi 

Young 

inniniji  h 

ad  but  just  begun  to 

con, under 

ic   village 

teachers,  Riney  and 

Hazel,  an 

id  family 

spelling-book,  when 

the  age  of  twenty-one  in  his  career 
.  notradeorprotessioii.withnoaUy 
y  and  a  fixed  honesty  of  purpose. 
The  Black  Hawk  War  gave  him  his  first  position.     Though 


command.  He  was  made  Captain  of  a  volunteer  company  and 
discharged  his  duties  so  well  that  when  the  brief  hostilities  were 
ended,  tho  Captain  became  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and 
though  he  failed  to  secure  an  election,  received  out  of  nearly  three 
hundred  votes  in  his  own  precinct  all  bnt  seven.  Meanwhile  hij 
studies  went  on,  steadily  and  earnestly.  Aided  by  Calhoun,  who 
in  later  days  figures  in  the  troubles  of  Kansas,  Lincoln  learned 
surveying,  and  soon  had  an  extensive  business,  the  more  neces- 
sary now  that  an  experiment  in  keeping  jtt 
store  on  his  own  account  had  feUed. 

In  1834  he  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 


iva.ba-s  will  ev.au.iiu-  will,  I  he  interest,  that 
now,  more  than  ever,  attaches  to  all  con- 
nected with  the  martyred  President. 

The  first  office  where  Mr.  Lincoln  be- 
gan practice  as  a  member  of  the  firm  ot 
Stuart  &  Lincoln,  was  in  a  very  humble 
edifice  in  Hoffman's  How.      At  a   later  m- 


Firth  Street,  west  of  State  Sqnan 
sociated  with  him  a  Mr.  Herndon. 


l-ility  won  hint 


arguments  with  opposing  counsel  he 
remarkable  for  logical  skill,  qulckne 
conception,  ready  wit,  and  not  the 
important,  a  thorough  Btudy  and  pre 


Henry  Clay,  and  in  manhood  a  Whig, 

ii  iu  Congress,  the  only  Whig  represen- 
ve  from  his  State. 


;  war,  he  never  sought  to 


tempted  by  his  vote 

o  deprive 

he  soldier 

The  question  of 

which  he 

ing  his  term  of  sen 

ice  in  Con 

jress,  and 

born  in  a  slave  State, 

and  exiled  from  it  by 

|.n»in.'  I.,  liudhim  an 

.llV-.ji'.ikell 

of  the  system.     He  introduced 

n  amend- 

uient   to   a   proposet 

bill,  which,  in  fact, 

the  District  of  Col- 

the  Wllm. 

whenever  it  came  in 

any  form  before  tho 

House.    The  son  ot 

i  western  pioneer,  he 

advocated  giving  th 

public  la 

ds  not  to 

■tiition  whioh  it  adopted,  but  strength- 
Led  the  Republican  cause  in  Illinoifl,and 
fl. ('Convention  at.  Si.rin^ik-U,  -Tiim-   I7l.li 

Lincoln  as  their 
f  tbe  Senate  of  the  United 

States.  Mr.  I)ouj.-l:o.  U'inp  :i  e-mdidato 
l-ir  i-ft-K-t  titui,  iliulwn  were  again  brought 

it  Chicago,  then  at  Springfield,  and  on 
Mb  Mil.  Lincoln  challenged  Douglaato 
i  Berics  of  debates  during  the  campaign. 
The  seven  debates  that  ensued  at  Ottawa, 
Fi-L'i'purt,  Joiiesboru',  Cliai'lewdm,  (l;iU't- 

iBsed  in  our  campaign  annals,  for  elo- 

/cncBB.     The  Btanding  of  tjie  two  men, 

dished,  courticr-Iike,  adroit;   the  other 
ore  solid,  earnest,  clear-headed  and  per- 
asive,  gave  their   words  no  ordinary 
"cct  on  the  minds  of  men.  - 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  now  fully  roused, 


al:ii  uic.3 


™;i>'y 

States,  following  Judge  Douglas  to  Obi 

i  Kau.-us  iTCiling  li.'url.y  appluus 

eech   on   National    Policy   at  tl 

Cooper  Institute,  New  York,   brongl 

i  before  the  Republi 

Tho   National   Con 

led  by  tho  party  w 


I        - 


on  tho  1 6th  of  May,  in  tbe 

Jovernor  Morgan,  of  New 
)  order,  and  George  Ash- 
.chusctts,  was  chosen  per- 


■  prepared 

to   the   Presidency,  one  oi 

i'  experienci-d  and   |i..!isl,pd 


Abraham    Lincoln,   of    Illi 
o  first  ballot 
and  Lincoln 


civil   war    was     possible, 

many    life-long   Democrats.     A   strong 

party  rallied   around  Judge  Dougla* 

Illinois, li.-lii  ving  that  :i  moderate  polioy 
might  yet  secure  under   a  Democratic 

IVe.sidctit  thai     re 


agitating  the  country.     Bu*,tho  action 

the  Democratic  convention  at  Charlcfr 

ferent  bodies,  severally  adopted  plat- 
forms and  nominated  candidates.     St©- 

moderate,  with  Herechell  V.  Johnson  as 
candidate  for  Vice-President,  while  John 
C.  Breckenridge,  actually  Vice-President 
oftbc  United  States,  wae  the  extreme 
southern  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
with  Mr.  Lane  of  Oregon.  Ab  though 
this  wore  not  sufficient  diversity,  a  fourth 
ticket  was  presented  in  the  vain  hope  of 
healing  dissensions,  and  under  the  name 
of  the  Union  ticket  offered  fo  the  voice 
of  the  people  the  names  of  John  Bell,  of 
Tennessee,  for  President,  and  Edward 
Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  for  Vic^Pres- 


or  deeper  feeling.  The  result  hoi 
was  not  doubtful.  TheRepubbcans 
enthusiastic,    organized,    hopeful  ; 

Democratic  party  runt  in  twain,  w 


fewALD  received 


certainty  they  had  contrived,  as  a  pre 
t  for  a  movement  already  plannod. 
The.  Republicans,  forming  a  body  c 


',  r.n  ■■:,■■]  IV 


Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota, 
and  California,  comprising  all  the  free 
t  New  Jersey,  which  gave 

Mr.  I>oi,,i_as.  Mr.  Beeckintudgi:  re- 
States,  except  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and 
Virginia,  svhiuh  voted  for  Bell.    Dot  c- 


of  New  Jersey, 

nan   (hat   of  Mr. 


Thus  was  Mr.  Lincoln  chosen  on  tho 

i.Lli  oi' Xi-Vfinli-.T.   lir.&O,  Pivsirli-nl  of  tho 

tinii.d  Suite.-,  i-reeieing  in  l,lie  .doctoral 
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On  Friday  night,  Aj.nl  I 
Anderson>as  actually  one. 


in.ll,    I,, 


S  anniversary  oi'  the 
war,  and  while  Maj. 
.iDg  the  flag  of  the 


Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  who  lay  < 
grievous  injury  accidentally  received 
that  Lieut-General  Grant  and  the 
also  marked  out  for  (daughter,  but  the 


it  of  John  T.Ford, 
at*  box  at  the  dis- 
,  who  occasionally 


ied  himself  with  a  silver-mounted  I 
ractised  at  Floyd  &   Edwards'  galli 


h  carefully  provided. 


noticed  around  t 


btless  got    his  horse  ready,  ceeded  to  the  State-bo*  already  described.     Here  Mr.  Loc- 

e  rear,  after  which  be  was  coln  took  *he  cushioned   arm-chair  placed  for   him,  Mrs. 

■  theatre.  !    LracoLK  occupying  the  next  c hair,  whila  Miee  Harris  aat  at 

ddent  Lincolk  in  the  event6  j    the  side,  and  Maj.  Rathbone  on  the  eofa  behind  her. 

Ldjooljj,  who  had  been  on  |  iecond  scene  of  the  third  act,  when  Hawke,  who  took  the 
Asa  Trenchard,  wa*  alone  on  the  stage,  leaving 
perfectly  clear.     Booth  waa  then  seen  speaking  to 


His  son,  Captain  E 
Lient-General  Grant's  staff,  had  just  returned  from  '. 
capitulation,    and    breakfasted    with    the    President, 

seemed  remarkably  cheerful  and  happy.  After  spending  the  President's  attendant  at  the 
some  time  with  hie  family,  he  received  Speaker  Colfax,  Mr.  which  he  passed,  and  silently  closed  it  with  t 
Hale,  and  some  others,  and  at  eleven  o'clock  met  his  Cab-  He  then  entered  the  State  box,  and  approaching 
met  and  Lieut-General  Grant,  where  the  future  policy  o(  |  dent  shot  him  in  the  back  of  the  head.  Tho  rep. 
the  Administration  w:i*  harmoniously  agreed  npon.  |  Major  Rathbone,  who  rushed  on  the  assassin  and  i 

but  Booth  aimed  a  deadly  bl 
-j_  -_'_  -     ■  Major's  breast, to  parry  wlucl 

loose   his    hold.       Receiving 


he  Presi- 


Laura  Kecnc,  and  the 
.-General  Grant,  and 
men,  were    invited  to 


it  ivh.-tl.c-i   til.'  plot    «a-  formed    in    thi* 
it  is  evident    (hat    John   Wilkes   Booth, 


'  'lei  (I  i.l'  li! i,  :u..l  .l.iriti-; 


The  private 

box  adjoined  the  dress 

passage,  closed  by  a  door  at  the  end  ot 

the  dress   cirel 

During  the  day,   or 

d  English  actor,  or  his 

accomplice*,  ha 

bored  gimlet  holes  in 

the  box  doors, 

nlargcd  by  a  pen-knife 

grapple  bira  again,  as 
the  edge  ot  the  box  a: 
stage,  about  nine   feet 


Sc-T>i/h-i-     Ti/nmnW       While    all 


weakened    by   partly    withdrawing    the    screws,  so  that 
man  could  easily  press  o|  en,  if  locked. 

These  were  not  the  only  preparations,    The  very  i 


port  of  the'plan,  ami   ( liv   work  ot  Booth 
among  those  employed  in  the   theatre.     It  gave  an  unob- 
structed passage  from  the  door  to  the  President,  throwing 


we,  which  he  took  to  the  stable,  employing  Spangler,  Hie 

During  tin-  day  he  was  ewitcd  ami  contused,  and  was 
and  out  of  the  National  Ib>tel,  where  he  boarded.  In 
e  afternoon  he  apparently  allcmplcd  to  begin  by  assassi- 
ting  Vice-President  Johnson,  tor  he  called  at  the  Kirk- 
Dod  House,  and  sent  up  his  card:  "I  don't  wish  to  disturb 
>\i,  lull  would  be  glad  l<.  have  an  interview;  J.  Wilkes 
aotb."     But  Mr.  Jounson  was   absent. 

He  returned  to  his  own  hotel,  and  after  a  brief  absence 


f  Massaelmselts,  \ 


Kift.-ei.lh  and    II    , 


Mrs.    1,im  i.i.n 


"  lion.    Mr.   Harris,    entered   t 


r  of  the  theatre.  Here  there 
i  doors,  and  Booth  passed  thr. 
smaller.  One  man  only,  J.  B.  £ 
ft  member  of  the  Washington 

pas  so  near  him  that  Booth 
actually  shut  the  door  in  his  face.  Tho 
delay  of;,  few  seconds,  which  it  req 
Stewart  to  open  the  door,  enable. 


uheiv  lie  had  piv\  i..m-!y  placed  his  hnrsr, 
and  thrusting  :lside  llie  hoy  holding  it, 
sprang  into  the  saddle  ami  galloped 
through  another  alley  into  F  street, 
and  disappeared  in  the  darkness. 


Mr.  Lincoln  iv.es   leaning    with  his  1 

him,  enjoying  heartily  the  play.  When  the  1 
ped  with  such  fatal  accuracy,  entered  his  brain 
auk  forward,  hut  no  cry  escaped  his  lips,  and 
issued  from  the   wound.     This,  and  the  centerin 

at  first  the  fatal  result ;   but  Major  Rathbono'e 
wan  confirmed  by  (he  surgeons  admitted. 
.  Lincoln,  realizing-    her  loss,  screamed  and    SWOOned. 


;  President  were  made  • 
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of  the  President.   With 

i  .nm.-.iiiy 

hey  bore  him  through 

on   d<  jiets   accurately 

able   room   where   the 

irrf 

t    AllKAtUH 

Lincoln   breathed  his     i[ 

The  Hon 

M.  11.  Field,  Assistant     ' 

Treasury,  in   a   letter    t 

thu 

describes  the  placo  and  Bad  scene     |[ 

